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Sir: 

This is in response to the Notice of Non-Cornpliancent Amendment 
dated January 22, 2003. The Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment asserts that 
only a partial paragraph was replaced on page 8 of the specification. However, a 
complete paragraph was in fact replaced (see page 8 of the marked-up copy). The 
confusion arose because the clean version of the paragraph on page 8 (page 3 of 
the Amendment of January 13, 2003) starts with a small letter "o". 
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Attached hereto is a revised page 3 of the amendment in which the 
replaced paragraph on page 8 of the specification starts with a capital letter. For 
completeness' sake, a marked-up copy of page 8 of the specification is also 
attached. 
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States Patent and Trademark Office (Fax No. (703) 872-9326 on February 13, 2003. 
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Fig. 4 shows the same locking device as Figs. 1-3 with several hooks 
with the hook impinging on the closing edges in the same view at an 
increased scale. - -; 

between lines 20 and 2 1 , insert a heading: 



Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment - -. 



Page 8, replace the first paragraph, lines 3-1 0;, with a new paragraph as 

follows: 

Qn the left-hand side in the drawing, the catch hook 12 has a bearing 
eyelet 16 on which a helical spring 17 is supported. The other end of the 
helical spring 17 is held on al bearing point 18 of the frame structure 6 fixed 
to the housing. The arrangement of the spring element 17 is such that it will 
be above the pivot axis 1 1 in any position of the locking mechanism so that 
it always seeks to pull the catch hook 12, in a counter-clockwise sense, into 
a position in which the guide pin 9 strikes against the first final stop 14', the 
right-hand one in the drawing, of the guide cam 14. - -. 



Page 9, replace 'the first paragraph, lines 13-17, with a new paragraph as 
follows: 



As soon as the catch hook 12 impinges on the closing edge 4 this one 
becomes the new fulcrum of the catch hook 12. If the swiveling lever 8 
continues to be pivoted counter-clockwise the catch hook 12 consequently is 
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Plane extending^ the slot 5 where it partly may bring te ^ ead 
•ui engagement the slot 5 or may grip though the slot 5. 
/* On the left-hand side in the drawing, the catch hook 12 has a bearing eyelet 
16 on which a helical spring 17 is supported. The other end of the helical spring 17 
» held on a bearing point 18 of the frame structure 6 fixed to the housing The , 
arrangement of the spring element 17 is such that it will * abo ve the 

I « any position of the locking mechanism so that it always^ to puil the catch" 
hook 12, « a counterclockwise sense, into a position in which the guide pin 9 
stnkes against the first final stop 14', the right-hand one in .the drawing, of the guide • 
cam 14. ^s" 

Finally, the locking mechanism has an electric driving motor 19 whic/also 
» firmly supported on the hou/ing and has a rotary driving gear 20 whose Z. of 
teeth meshes with the series/f teeth 10 of the swiveling lever 8. 

The locking device/ operates as follows: 

In the opening p/ition shown in Fig. l/the driving motor IM* pivoted the 
swiveling lever 8 clockwise about the axis of rotation 7 until /L position is 
reached in which gear 20 approximately has reached the one4d of the series of 
teeth 10. In this/position, the biased helical spring l7 puliUe catch hook !2 
counter-clocWse so that the guide pin 9 abuts against the/ist final stop 14 of the 
cam segment/! 4\ / 

Wose the lid 2. this one first is manually piy4d to the housing 1 until it 
gets mto in angular position of about 5' with resn/ct to the housing 1, which is 

shown m Fig. I . ' 

/To lock the Ud 2 , m e driving mo tor 19 d/es the swiveling lever 8 about Che 
axi^of rotation 7 in a counter-clockwise direct, The helical spring 17 causes the 
fch hook 12 to continue abutting its first^al stop 14' against the guide pin 9 
consequently, the catch hook 12 is pivote/along about the axis of rotation 7 with its 
hooked end 15 exiting from the uppe/side of the slot 5. The catch hook 12 is 
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